


Petros Ballas and his brother Panos hﬂrvejus-t bh'e mrssrﬂn _
ocean. And they ve recruited a team of arttsts tn help Rebe'

-'g und and alternahve scene can be

_tattooartists from around the wmld to

even more amazing organisations!

* Why did you choose to facus on the
- ocean specifically?
'-the documentary Racmg Extinction I

What is the Crying Oceans project and how did it start?
Myselfand my brother, we were brought up in Greece, next
to the sea. Our memories have always involved blue wa-
ters—the beautiful Greek beaches have embedded in me a
really strong sense of belonging with the oceans. We have a
connection to the greatliquid lakes that cover this wonder-
ful spmnlng rock, aconnection that runs deep in ourlives,
what we're doing to them.

a resp 0n31b1111:yto take care

ught to wake up before it'’s too late.
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Crymg Oceans collaborates w1th_'

d

7

: create the best looking ocean- savmg S
_ t-shirts. 30% of all profitsare donated
to orgamsatmns that fight for the deep
blue and money also goes back to the X

‘artists. We are already proud support-
ers of Sea Shepards 'and we can’t wait
. to open up and start working with
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' THE CRYING OCEANS
TATTOO ARTIST TEAM

" Notall heroes wear capes. Shout out to
" the best, baddestand most efficient ocean
-defenders on the planet...

" Abel Miranda; Alex The Jem, Alfredo Pirigents,

“-Angelianna Koroniou, Ashley Tyson, Carina

' Schmidt, Carolin Walch, Chice Aspey, Christian

' Vetes, Dale Frame, Delphine Noiztoy, Doug .

" Hand, Dustin'S Kaiju, Eftim Rusev, Ernest

- Graves, Eva Szolnoki, Faye Retiniotl, Gabriele

' Fiorenza, Hannah Flowers, Hannah Keuls,
Hanumantra, Henry Hate, Immoral Youth, lrene

- Fraenkl-Rietti, James Robinson, Jo Harrison,
“Joanne Baker, Jonny Firth, Juano San, Kayne:

- Sherwood, Kirk Budden, Lady Chappelle, Laura
Firth, Liz:.Mason, Luke Jinks, Malvina Maria

Wisniewska, Marvin Fitzner, Matthew James,

. Meehow Kotarski; Miguel Angel, Mike Stout;

Naresh Bhana, Nick Divine, Nick Whybrow,

Nikole Lowe, Paul Goodwin, Paul Talbot, Pete

Goerlitz, Riley Alexander, Rob DeCor, Rose

Harley, Sam Carver, Sophie Rose, Stacey Night,

Sven Babuzi, Szidonia Csenge Gergely, Tom

Maggot, Tzenio Pirigents, Vicky Morgan
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4 ask me, ;ust a well-dlsgulsed whale
. hunt. Of those that were slaughtered

' dunng the 2017 /2018 seaSOn, 122 of
them were pregnant——we are talkmﬁ.'_
~about awhole gemraﬂon of whales
bemq w1ped out and lost, as fLmale‘i' : : o :
only give birth to one calf a year, somct:mec; every second year. Thare is db&O-
]ute}y no excuse for the: slaughtel of huncll, LdS of these beautiful ocean giants.

“Itisa prmlcge to live in a country which is qurrounded by sea, yet adaunt-
ing thought often crosses my mind in the midst of mypeacefuj surroundings...
what is going on down there in the blue? Is the_o'cean suffering due to our in-
difference? :

lthmk alot of peuple don’t realise how badly the uceans naad Iookmg after
- right now. :
Yes, I agree, they don t. Mdybe some. people do but not enough, and I m in-
_cludmg_myse_lf too. For agesman has exploited the deep blues, for money, and
eventually for greed. We think that its rich resources will never end and yet
today we have so many species that are endangered, such as whales, sharks
and dolphins. It’s all down to a greedy mindset, like a person who piles up their
dinner plate just to throw half away.

About 90% of all large shark species have been fished out of the oceans in
the last 50 years or so. We can't begin to perceive the danger this places in
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\'\n'h<al|n:| int 313 Faroe Islands

R horror show!

' and me to do what is necessary to protect ancl 1eqt01L
them back ta what we knew them to be,

Is plastic a big focus when thinking about why the ocean
isin trouble?

Plastic is indeed one of the biggest issues—it really is a
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Just a few months ago in a ‘canal in the pmmnce of
Songkhla, a dead whale was spotted which (according to
locals) just before it died, spat out five plastic bags. An au-
topsy was then carried out only to discover that this pilot
whale had 80 big black rubbish plastic bags in its stom-
ach. A total of eight kilos of human trash was found in




it; wh;ch is what ulumately kllled tlns bedutlful amma]

Iread about a marine biologist and lecturer at Kasetsart

Umver51ty who sald that each yearat least 300 sea ani-
mals including whales, dolphins, turtles and more die due
to plastic. We use a lot of plastic and it must stop.. :
With more than eight million tons of plastic dropped in
our oceans annually, is it not time we putour heads togeth-
erforasolution? Next tmle you goshopping, whether with
abag, basket. or trolley justcount the plasticitems in there.
You will most likely be shocked at discover ing just how
much of a problem we are causing for the environment. .

Let’s go deep into the merchandise you sell—you
recently made some changes to the items, am| right?
Yes. Crying Oceans will only be using 100% organic cot-
ton in our merchandise.

Polyester is all made from synthetic fibres and we found
some brands that do use recycled plastic to create polyes-

ter'clothinﬁ which you would thmk 18 good nght‘? Takm g B
* plastic waste to turnit into clothmg toreuse. But there are

" acoupleof huge flaws to this process. Fir stly, it encourages
people: to think that if you recycle you're doinga good job! 5

Often our recycling efforts Jjustend up in the ocean due to

lack of infrastructure. The UK is currently dealing witha

huge problem with waste being sent back due to it being

exported illegally! Secondly, every time we wash synthetic

fabrics. whether t«hey are made from recycled plastic or

~ brand newmaterials, really small tiny plastic pieces called

microfibres wash off and flow down the dr. ain, We're talk-
ing hundreds to thousands for each wash. These fibres are
so tiny that water treatment filters don’t catch them all, so
it ends up in the ocean. And when the microfibres reach
the ocean they act like sponges, sucking other pollutants
around them—imagine mini bombs full of oil, pesticides
and industrial chemicals that end up in the bellies of fish
and eventually us. It’s estimated that there are over 1.4
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RT OESIGN:

; mllhon trﬂllon mlcroﬁbl esinour ou.ans

So, we have just recently changed our quppher and ar(,: P

now getting GOTS certified materials. GOTSisar 1g0rous{

78

 certification for organiccotton 111aterl_al..It,.lnvolves strict .-
controls throughout the entire manufacturing process

~including ecological and social criteria, backed up by in-

dependent certificationof the entire textile sﬁpply_ chain.

. Ournew online store will be set to launch in Spring 2019.

So when up and running, whér_e‘t:an customers expect

. their money to go when they buy from Crying E_Jt_:eans?'

: We donate_go%o_f all profits to three non-profit organisa-
tions, 10% to each one. One of them being Sea Shepherd,
who have waged a 12-year high-seas battle against whal-
ing in the Southern ocean and have successfully saved
thousands of my favourite giant mammals and brought
the slaughter to the world’s attention. If you’re unfamil-
iar with Sea Shepherd then know that they are the ones
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- ‘the middle of the ocean:and scuttle ille- :
gal wha!mg, khlps defend;ng the whales

a recogmsable and punk-rock ocean :u:—

b'lckmg from the alternative mus;c scene.

megting those gross, barhm ous; whalmo ships

head on. T hey’re the crazy guys who g,o into

with their own ships thn theyneedto.
Sea Shepherd was initially set up by Paul
Watson in 1977 under the name Ealth
Foree Souety, but has now evolved mto

tivist group who have also gained a gleat

Why did ynu chuuse to get the tatton industry on board?
I'was brought up with tattoos and throughout my life
people with tattoos have always been the ones who are
brave enough to make a statemen t, evenif that statement
1s a permanent mark on their body, We, as Crying Oceans,
are trying to make a statement, we’re trying to fight for

-always came from the ones at the bot-
tom ofthe plle

So huw can our readars gat mvnlved?

uson Instagram @cryingoceans.team and head on over to
cryingoceans.com where everything will be kicking off soon!

Andifyou’re a tattoo artist, we would love it if you joined
us! We need as many artists as possible to spread the word
and fight for this cause—email lui@eryingoceans.com or
DM us on Instagram to become part of the team. &
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Because of changmg our suppher our: 1'1ew'_-
store has been slightly delayed but will:-be -
launched i in Sprm g 2019 In the meantlme follow' s

~our oteans We choose to wmkw1th the unde1~ G
' do% bec.ause they re 'tlways the ones to gl,t-'
- itdone. If you look at lustory _’rhe blggest B

revolts, anid the ones that formed com= =
: 111un1tytoﬁOhtback&gambtoppwssmn,f -

-

o
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